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Town of West Bridgewater 

CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

MacDonald - Brown Conference Room, Town Hall 

65 North Main Street 

18 June 2019 

Minutes  

 

6:30 PM    Chairman Tim Hay (TH) called the meeting to order with Commissioners Moe McCarthy 

(MM), Steve Winters (SW) and Ryan Byrnes (RB) present.  Commissioner Lee Anderson (LA) arrived 

at 7PM; Alternate member Paula Bethoney (PB) was also in attendance, as was staff.  The meeting was 

videoed for cable release at a later date.   

▪SW / MM motioned to approve Minutes for 21 May 2019 as presented, so voted.  

 

New Public hearings: 

800 West Center St.; Notice of Intent (NOI) SE 328-0767, Patricia Baker-Owner, Terry & Ed Deming-

Applicants, Septic System Repair/Upgrade Within 100’ of the Wetland. 

Submitting green cards, Brad Fitzgerald presented this project for the Deming Family.  There is an existing 

cesspool which needs to be removed,  and a new system needs to be installed in the existing lawn area. The 

site is clear - cut to the  Hockomock River on the west side of the lot.  Board of Health has approved the 

needed setbacks.   Protected WL will be marked with PVC pipes and WL tags along the WL line.   

▪SW / RB motioned to close the public hearing, so voted.  

▪SW / RB  motioned to allow activity within the 50' buffer zone, so voted.  

▪SW / RB motioned to issue a standard Order of Conditions noting the required permanent marking of the 

wetland line, so voted.   

 

153 Scotland St.; Notice of Intent (NOI) SE 328-0769, Paul Milligan-Owner/Applicant, Re-grading of the Lot 

and Associated Stormwater Management Within 100’ of the wetland. 

Submitting green cards, Consultant Mike Koska presented this after - the - fact mitigation proposal for the 

Milligan Family. Illegal filling at 153 Scotland Street has changed  lawn elevations and caused flooding in 

neighbors yards. The neighbors want to remove the ineffective  drainage swale that runs along the street in 

front of their houses.  Koska proposes cleaning and re-grading this swale,  and installing a pipe to improve 

flow. The regrading should direct drainage in two directions, some runoff  to the Town River and some to the 

wetlands behind the homes along the highway.  Please see Agent DeLano's comments in the attached report.  
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Further discussion ensued: TH mentioned that the chicken coop and shed are in the 50’ No Touch area and 

must be removed; WL markers must be installed along the No -Touch line.  There is to be no mowing within 

the buffer. Blueberry bushes can be planted to enhance the area.  

▪MM / SW motioned to close the public hearing, so voted.  

▪MM / SW motioned to require wetland markers along the 50’ buffer zone, so voted.   

▪ MM / SW motioned to issue an Order of Conditions in accordance with Agent DeLano's comments, so 

voted. 

 

300 North Elm St.; Notice of Intent (NOI) SE 328- 0768, Paul Stewart-Owner/Applicant, Razing & 

Reconstruction of a Dwelling and Installation of Associated Utilities. 

Peter Lyon from Collins Engineering represented homeowner Paul Stewart who wishes to tear down an 

unoccupied dwelling and reconstruct a smaller 3 - bedroom home. The septic system will be in front with a  

gravity leaching system;  proposed mitigation includes cleaning up the back yard and replanting the area with 

a WL meadow mix;  3 PVC posts with wetland tags will be installed to delineate the no - touch zone.   This 

project is a good improvement over current conditions, with no removal of trees, only the invasive 

overgrowth.  Resident Kathy Lynch asked about additional water coming onto her property.  Most of the 

runoff will be flowing past the home on the street,  with side channels capturing runoff.  Roof Drains will 

empty to the back.  

▪MM/ SW motioned to close the public hearing, so voted. 

▪MM / SW motioned to grant a waiver allowing work within 50’ BZ, so voted.  

▪MM / SW motioned to issue OOC;  special conditions include roof drains and swales. so voted.   

 

 

613 North Elm St.; Request for Determination of Applicability (RDA); Joseph Rolfe-Owner/Applicant, Septic 

System Repair/Upgrade Within 100’ of the Wetland  

Peter Lyons from Collins Engineering represented the Rolfe family on this RDA for a septic repair for  a  

4 - bedroom home. The proposal is to double septic capacity by adding  another 1,500 - gallon unit to the 

existing 1,500 gallon system, which is in the lawn area outside of the 50' Buffer.  The property slopes towards 

Perry Ave.  Agent DeLano commented that an RDA filing provides no deeded wetland record to alert 

subsequent land owners  about any WL restrictions on the lot, thus a Conservation Easement should be 

obtained in order to record this order on the deed.  

▪MM / SW motioned to close the public hearing, so voted. 

▪MM / SW motioned to issue a Negative - 3 finding with a Conservation Easement requirement in order to 

permanently protect the existing WL area, so voted.  
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Continued public hearings:  

373 Crescent Street; Stormwater Management and Plan Notice of Intent (NOI) SE328 -    Michael Koska & 

Associates /  Steven Salisbury, for septic repair,  restoration of filled wetlands, and general site improvement; 

 

Mike Koska addressed  the concerns Agent DeLano expressed at a previous meeting, and met with JD on site.   

See JDs report.   Botanist Ken Thomson submitted a replication design to remedy some of  these  issues.   

Three swales will follow existing contours, providing better functionality than connecting a single swale into 

one drainage design.  This new design will include a V-notch weir, and stone - check dams as control 

structures.   Floor drains are included in the building design as a preventative measure, allowing the capability 

of having a vehicle drive into the structure   The commissioners’ commented that this new design is a huge 

improvement over the site as it now stands.  JD will address the ECB in the OOC Special Conditions.  

▪MM / SW motioned to close the public hearing, so voted.  

▪MM / SW motioned to grant a 50' buffer zone waiver for WL and SWM  mitigation work , so voted.  

▪MM / SW motioned to issue a OOC with Special Conditions for the floor drains, so voted.    

 

 

Other:  

134 Lincoln Street - Russo's; The commission discussed receiving letters and a subdivision plan from 

Attorney Sarah M. Wegman,  dated 28 May 2019 and 31 May 2019,  regarding the Notice of Intent to Convert 

land use at  134 Lincoln Street,  known as the Russo's Greenhouse property. This is a conversion request from 

the current owner of the property; there is no sale or buyer involved.  The commission expressed an interest in 

this property, noting that if the price was right, it could have potential as a recreational facility on that side of 

town    

 ▪MM / SW motioned to send a letter to the BOS expressing their interest in this property, so voted.   

 

 

Spring Commons / Chairman Hay  read into the record a letter from the Planning Board regarding Jack Peters' 

failure to comply with their orders.  They are ready to  rescind his permits. Peters hasn’t prepared the roadway 

as required and is putting questionable fill onto the incorrect surface. Discussion ensued on how to actually 

monitor the construction of private subdivision roadways.  Private roadways have fewer inspections compared 

to public roadways;  this issue needs to be addressed with the BOS.  

 

 

JD will have a meeting with Natural Heritage and others regarding developing an appropriate management 

plan for Scotland Acres.   

 

 

JD briefed the board regarding a small lot on North Main Street by Matfield Woods and Beacon Park that 

would be rented out to a used car dealer to put his business here. The 50’ Buffer Zone limits any real use. The 
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commission was negative on this idea, as there is no way to mitigate use of the buffer.   A food truck or hot 

dog stand might work, not a car lot.   It is valued at $9,600.   

 

The commission signed many DEP documents. 

 

Luke Estates off Brooks Place; Permit Extension Request SE 328-0697)  

▪MM / SW motioned to issue a 3 - year Extension Order for this project, so voted.  

 

 

1 Mahoney Place;  Greg Maroney-Applicant, Request Bond Release 

Agent DeLano recommends releasing the bond for this project as grass is now growing sufficiently to 

stabilize the site. 

 ▪MM / SW motioned to release the bond, so voted.   

 

 

Administrative discussions:  

140 Brooks Place (SE 328-0751) Septic Repair-Project Change 

The property owner's contractor  had come in to talk with JD  on how to minimize the impact of the 

repair of an old septic system located only 8 feet from the back door, at elevation 50’, with the top of the 

septic at 52'.  This plan has had two revisions since the  commission issued the OOC, without the 

commission's knowledge; notifying the commission on plan changes is the first special condition on 

every set of Special Conditions the board issues.  JD recommends that this current plan be approved as a 

minor project change.   Discussion ensued;  it was suggested that the commission require a note on the 

revision box that if there are changes to the design that they need to return to the commission for 

approval. JD will work up wording to create this box.  

 

▪MM / SW motioned to allow this minor project change, so voted.    

 

 

55 Crescent Street - Review documents in order to record the revised Conservation Easement (CE);  

This matter was continue again, to 6 August 2019.   

 

156 Bryant Street; (SE 328-752) Septic Repair / Upgrade, Request Certificate of Compliance (COC) 

JD recommends issuing a COC for this project.  

▪MM / SW motioned  to issue a COC for this project, so voted.   

 

 

Agent's Report   

 

The board discussed the need for an air conditioner  in  the conservation office.   

▪MM / SW motioned to purchase a portable unit, so voted.  

▪MM /  SW motioned to use surplus money in the annual budget to purchase these items.  
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249 - 251 Pleasant Street / Hargreaves site – JD gave an update regarding the superseding order, and Larry 

Hargreaves'  appeal.  The AG was involved because of the  solid waste stockpiling done on site. There are two  

court cases running at the same time, with the resulting consent order agreed to by all parties.  The site will be 

restored.  Eventually the site will support a small building and the WL will be natural restored.  All parties 

agreed, and the appeal is done.   

 

 

 

AGENTS’S REMARKS:  

Item #1 New Public Hearing  - MA DEP # 328-0767 Notice of Intent (NOI) 800 West Center Street-Septic System 

Up-grade  

The proposed work is in the existing lawn area and outside the 100 year flood plain.    A 50’ buffer waiver would 

be required for the installation of the septic tank and pump chamber which will be in the existing lawn area too.  I 

don’t have an issue with the project since it will be an improvement over the existing failed septic system.  I do 

feel that the applicant needs to install conservation markers with signs at each of the flags along the wetland line.    

 Recommendation: Motion to close the Public Hearing.  Motion to allow a 50’ buffer waiver.  Motion to issue a 

standard septic order of conditions including the requirement of the conservation markers with signs as 

recommended above.  

Item #2 New Public Hearing  - MA DEP# SE 328-0769-Notice of Intent (NOI)/Stormwater Permit- 153 Scotland St-

Re-Grading of the backyard to mitigate stormwater runoff onto abutting lots  

This project is an after the fact filing and submitted as a result of an enforcement action.  The work is proposed in 

the existing yard of the house and in the 50’ buffer.  The ponding on the abutter at #143 Scotland St is mitigated 

by re-grading the swale and placing a high point between the locus house and the house at #143 Scotland St.  The 

direction of runoff will be directed in two ways due to this design.  Some will flow to the rear and some will flow to 

the front.  The front area will have an overflow pipe installed to allow the water to enter the country drainage 

swale used for the Scotland Street drainage system.  The portion of flow to the back will flow towards the wetland 

along Route 24.  The runoff on the side of the yard next to #155 Scotland St. will be directed into a swale along the 

property line.  The swale will direct the runoff into the wetland located along Route 24.  The design of this swale is 

to prevent runoff from #153 Scotland St. from running onto the land of #155 Scotland St.  One of the Special 

Conditions needs to make sure the construction operation includes grading of the swale along the #153/#155 

Scotland Street property line in such a way as to allow the swale to discharge into the aforesaid wetland.  If the 

swale is not allowed to discharge into the wetland, it will pond up and cause a nuisance to both landowners.  

Conservation markers are proposed along the tree line at the back of the lawn.  

Recommendation: Motion to close the Public Hearing.  Motion to allow a 50’ buffer waiver.  Motion to issue an 

order of conditions including the requirement of the conservation markers with signs as shown on the plan. 
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Item #3 New Public Hearing – MA DEP # SE 328-0768 – Notice of Intent (NOI) – 300 North Elm St. Razing & 

Reconstruction of a Dwelling and installation of associated utilities 

This project involves the demolition of an existing house and the installation of a septic system and other 

associated utilities.  The house is smaller than the original house and farther away from the wetland.  They plan to 

have a deck on the back of the house which wasn’t on the original house.  The deck is not an impact on the 

wetland but would need a 50’ waiver since part of it is within the 50’ buffer.  The fact that the cesspools are being 

taken out of the 50’ buffer and the plan shows conservation markers along the back yard helps to mitigate the 

small amount of the deck’s encroachment of the 50’ buffer.   

Recommendation: Motion to close the Public Hearing.  Motion to grant a 50’ waiver.  Motion to issue an Order 

of Conditions. 

Item #4 New Public Hearing  DEP File #s NOT REQUIRED – Request For Determination of Applic ability(RFD) – 

613 North Elm Street-Septic System Up-grade and associated site grading.   

This project involves the upgrade of a failed septic system.  It was not filed as a NOI which means there is no 

record of the wetlands on this lot since there is no recording requirement of the commissions permit.  The 

commission has had concerns about projects like this that don’t alert the potential new owner about the 

protected wetlands on the property.  The plan calls for setting of conservation markers along the existing tree line 

at the edge of the yard.  All components of the septic system are outside of the 50’ buffer.  Perhaps the 

commission might consider the need to file a conservation easement for the area between the line of 

conservation markers and the wetland in lieu of rejecting the RFD and making the applicant file a NOI.   

Recommendation: Motion to close the Public Hearing.  Motion to issue a Negative Determination of 

Applicability #3 (That the work will not require the filing of a NOI) with the above recommendation.  

  

Item#5 Continued Public Hearing – DEP# SE 328-764 – NOI – 373 Crescent St. - Redevelopment of Contractor’s 

Yard 

We have received revised plans and they are much improved.  The applicant is also going through a review with 

the Planning Board for a Special Permit for the site plan in the Water Resource Protection District.  I don’t have 

any issues with the plan but would want a Special Condition requiring the submittal of the final design for floor 

drains required for the buildings.  Recommendation: Motion to close the Public Hearing.  Motion to issue an 

OOC.  Motion to grant a 50’ buffer waiver for work related to the restoration of wetlands and the installation of 

a stormwater management system long the historically disturbed side of the project.  

Item #6Administrative Discussion – DEP SE-328-0697- Luke Estates- Extension Permit for Invasive Species 

Control  

I have no issues with this request and feel that a 3-year extension is warranted. 
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Recommendation: Motion to issue a 3 year permit extension  

Item #7: Administrative Discussion-  1 Mahoney Place- Release of Bond 

We have been holding a bond for the proper germination of grass on this project.  The grass is sufficient to 

stabilize the site. 

Recommendation: Motion to release the bond 

Item #8: Administrative Discussion-  DEP # 328-0751- 140 Brooks Place- Project Change 

It came to my attention that the plan we approved with an OOC had been revised a couple of times without 

coming back for our approval.  This requirement is the FIRST Special Condition of the OOC and actually lists the 

latest revised plan that we approved.  If it were not for an honest contractor, we would have never known. 

Recommendation: Motion to consider this to be a minor project change 

Item #9: Administrative Discussion-  55 Crescent Street Enforcement 

Recommendation: Put this on the 07-16-2019 agenda 

Item#10: Administrative Discussion- Air Conditioning for the Office 

We need an air conditioner for the office.  There is some plan to have the building dept. take care of this but it will 

be some time.  I would like the ability to purchase a window unit to carry us over until the building department 

can take care of this.  

Recommendation: Motion to expend up to $400   

Item #11 Administrative Discussion – Last minute purchases for the department- 

We have some surplus funds in the budget.  I would like to purchase some office supplies, field testing and water 

quality monitoring equipment. 

Recommendation: Motion to purchase items   

 

▪SW / LA motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:45PM, so voted.  

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Kitty Doherty, Secretary 

Minutes approved 16 July 2019  


	Town of West Bridgewater

